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ADDRESS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE. 


No-one who is not blinded by partisan zeal can review the record 
of the Republican and Democratic parties since 1872, can compare 
their promises with their performance, can recall the events of the 
last session of Congress, or contemplate the present scramble for 
office, in which principles and public interests yield to personal 
ambitions, without profound dissatisfaction. 

The contested election of 1876 brought us face to face with a great 
peril arising from a defect in our method of choosing a President ; 
but nothing has been done to prevent its recurrence. The delays 
attending an appeal to the Supreme Court are in many cases equiv- 
alent to a denial of justice, but no step has been taken to diminish 
them ; while the Senate has left the Supreme Court for weeks with 
a bare quorum, refusing to consider the nominations before it, that 
the majority might obtain a partisan advantage by a change in the 
Senate’s officers. The time of President, Cabinet, and Congress, has 
been taken up by office-seekers to an extent which all recognize, 
and with consequences which all deplore; yet no attempt to reform 
the system of appointment has been made, and even the modest 
appropriation which is needed to execute existing laws is denied. 
Political assessments, at once so oppressive and so corrupting in their 
influence, are denounced in conventions, but levied with unblushing 
disregard of public opinion; while Republican leaders are found in 
Senate and House to defend them, and not one voluntarily to lift 
his voice against them. The interests of the business community are 
studiously neglected. In the face of an increasing surplus, with all 
its temptations to extravagance, no effort has been made to reduce 
the burdens of taxation. The reform of the tariff is postponed : 
the abuses of the present revenue laws are undisturbed: the con- 
tinued coinage of silver with all its dangerous consequences is un- 
checked: the general bankrupt law so urgently demanded is not 
passed. 

This catalogue of failure and neglect might be extended indefi- 
nitely, and sins of commission might be added. It is enough to say 
that the questions which Congress should deal with and which are 
vital to the continued prosperity of the country are left untouched, 
While both Houses under discredited leaders waste the time which 
belongs to the country in the effort to obtain for their members such 
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advantages as result from the control of patronage or the expenditure 
of public money. Where public trusts are disregarded and public 
promises are broken and no public condemnation follows the offence, 
the standards of public morality are lowered, and corruption spreads 
with increasing rapidity. 

To end this condition of affairs is the first duty of the time; and 
it is hoped that the address, which is printed below, may lead to an 
organized effort in that direction. 





CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. 


e 

We, the undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, believe that 
reform in the methods of appointment to office is the most pressing 
need in our politics, and that, until this reform is secured, other 
questions cannot be dealt with properly, both because our representa- 
tives are too much occupied with the distribution of patronage to 
give them due attention, and because the present system tends to 
the choice of men who study more how to retain their offices than 
how best to discharge their official duties. We have therefore 
resolved to vote for no one at the next election of members of Con- 

ess whose character and record do not satisfy us that he will be 
ound in office a consistent, earnest, and aggressive supporter of 
civil service reform. 

Professions are entitled to no weight, when they are contradicted 
by the candidate’s record or character; nor can we trust men who, 
while declaring that they would gladly be relieved from the impor- 
tunities of office-seekers, receive with coldness or open opposition 
every scheme of reform. 

During the past ten years both political parties have promised, in 
their platforms, to undertake the work; but representatives elected 
by their votes have persistently refused to carry out these promises, 
paying more regard to their own selfish interests than to the declared 
will of their respective parties. The events of the last six months 
have made it clear that a large majority of our officers, legislative and 
executive, are determined to uphold the existing system. Unless bad 
faith is to be rewarded, these officers should be displaced. 

The great achievements of the past, the work of leaders whose 
conduct in office redeemed their pledges as candidates and who 
earnestly upheld the principles of their party, can no longer induce 
us to repose confidence in men whose pledges are made to be broken, 
and who, disregarding principles, see in political contests only a 
struggle for office. 

We have no wish to separate from the political parties with 
which we have always acted, and in whose principles we believe. 
But, when any party nominates a candidate from whom no adherence 
to one of its leading principles can be expected, it forfeits its right 
to the support of its members. We wish to assure the triumph of 
our party principles by the nomination and election of men who 
believe in them all, and will earnestly labor to carry them out. To 
this end, if a candidate for Congress is nominated, whose sympathy 
with the cause of civil service reform is doubtful, we shall seek for 
ourselves some better representative and cast our votes for him. We 
advise our fellow-citizens to adopt the same course, to organize in 
their respective districts that their strength may be used to the best 
effect, and so to vote that their influence may be felt against the 
dishonest and degrading system which corrupts the government of 
our country. 


CuarLes Francis ADAMS, JF., 
P. A. CHADBOURNE, 

Joun C. DonGe, 

JAMES GREEN, 

Frep. May HaLianp, 

Henry LAMBERT, 


Horatio G. PARKER, 
JosiaAH Quincy, Jr., 
MoorFIFLD STOREY, 
JAMES B. THAYER, 
JOSEPH TUCKER, 
Darwin E. Ware, 


Com. Civ. Serv. Reform Associations. 





° . 
To the above address, more than a thousand signatures have 
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been obtained. The following are among the many prominent 
names : — 


William Endieott, Jr. 
Edward Atkinson. 
Ezra Farnsworth. 
Wm. H. Lincoln. H. L. Higginson. 
Moses Williams, Jr. C. A. Whittier. 
Charles Weil. G. R. Chapman. 
W. T. Hart. G. J. F. Bryant. 


H. G. Pickering. 
S. E. Sewall. 
Henry Lee. 


George S. Hale. 
‘alvin Ellis. 
. W. Chaplin. 
8. C. Cobb. 
R. M. Morse, Jr. 
Geo. Thacher. 
Chester Guild. 





R. H. Eddy. John C. Lane. A. H. Berry. 
Charles F. Crosby. C. B. Patten. Samuel P. Mandell. 
P. T. Jackson. B. L. Arbecam. J. Edwards. 


S. L. Thorndike. 

F. L. Higginson. 

E. L. Tead. 

Francis Parkman. 
Charles R. Codman. 
Hasket Derby. 
Leopold Morse. 
George Wm. Bond. 
J. M. Sears. 

FP. C. Gray. 

C. H. Storrow. 

Geo. Atkinson. 

S. D. Loring. 


Isaac Sweetser. 

A. Hemenway. 
Otis Norcross, Jr. 
R. S. Littell. 

F. A. Osborn. 
Samuel Johnson. 
J. M. Gordon. 

F. V. Balch. 

Chas. Theo. Russell. 
Edmund Dwight. 
Edw. W. Emerson. 
Jas, L. Whitney. 
Cc. B. Cummings. 


Charles W. Eliot. 
Chas. Eliot Norton. 
W. W. Vaughan. 
G. Reynolds. 

R. N. Rice. 

J. S. Farlow. 
Washington Gladden. 
John Jeffries. 
William Simes. 

B. F. Nourse. 
John E. Sanford. 
Francis B. Tiffany. 
Fisher Ames. 





CONGRESSMEN INTERROGATED. 
Tue following resolution was unanimously adopted at the annual 
meeting of the League, on the 2d of August last : — 


It is recommended that Civil Service Reform Associations cause 
the candidates for Congress of the different political parties within 
the circle of their influence, at coming elections, to be interrogated as 
to their views and conceptions of duty with regard to practical legis- 
lation concerning civil service reform; and that the friends of the 
cause be urged to vote only for such candidates as give satisfaetory 
guarantee of their sincerity in the support of definite measures of 
reform; and that, where the candidates of neither party give such 
guarantee, the friends of civil service reform, as they may deem it 
practicable, will present a candidate whose earnestness in that behalf 
can be depended upon. 








Tue Assistant Secretary of the Boston Association has forwarded 
a circular to the secretaries of the various civil service reform associa- 
tions throughout the country, requesting from them any information 
relative to the interrogation of candidates for Congress. It was 
huped by the Boston Association that the reformers would not nec- 
essarily wait until the conventions had taken place and the nomina- 
tions had been made, but that they would make themselves felt at 
the primaries. 


Tue New York Association is now preparing for systematic action 
during the coming canvass. 


Gov. Lone, the probable Republican candidate from the Sec- 
ond District of Massachusetts, has been interrogated by the Quincy 
and Wollaston Associations; and his answer to their letter was pub- 
lished in the August Record. 


Tue New Haven Association has deemed it best to delay such 
questioning until the nominations are made. “At that time, ques- 
tions will be put in such way that it will be difficult to avoid direct 
and explicit answers; and, in the event of our failing to receive sat- 
isfactory replies, it will be felt to be the first political duty to refuse 
to vote for those who cannot, or will not, take pronounced position 
for the abolition of the ‘spoils system.’ ” 





Tue Willimantic Assoetation has received the following from John 
T. Wait, Representative from the Third District of Connecticut : — 

-..I unhesitatingly approve of the principles advocated by your 
and kindred associations,— that public office is a public trust, and 
that, in making appointments and promotions in the civil service, 
integrity, intelligence, and capability to discharge the special duties 
of the position should ever control the action of the appointing 
power. Competitive examinations undoubtedly present, to a great 
extent, the most effectual mode of determining in the selection of the 
persons to be appointed to public office, provided you look beyond the 
mere answering correctly a certain set of questions and base the 
appointments upon honesty, efficiency, and peculiar fitness to perform 
the duties of the place.... 

Mr. WuittNG, of Holyoke, Mass., by many regarded as the lead- 
ing candidate for the Republican nomination in the Eleventh Congres- 
sional District, prasents a platform in an interview with the Spring- 
field Republican, from which we make the following extract : — 






















In regard to the civil service, I favor a reform which would put 
the offices beyond the control of politics. Competitive examinations 
would doubtless secure this reform more effectually than anything 
else. There should be no removals without just cause. I do not see 
how any business man could act on different principles. If an over- 
seer was to be engaged in one of the cotton mills here, he would be 
chosen from a number of applicants, after they had been talked with 
and the merits of each discovered. This would amount to a sort of 
competitive examination. And, if a mill should have a new agent, he 
might change a few of the overseers, but the great majority of the 
employés would remain in their places. Political assessments are no 
more right than any demands for money which I might make from 
the help in my employ. Political parties need funds, but these should 
be raised by voluntary subscriptions. 





Senator Harrison, addressing Indiana Republicans, pronounced 
for the reform, and referred to Democratic professions in behalf of 
it as follows : — 

...I want to assure you to-night that I am an advocate of civil 
service reform. My brief experience at Washington has led me often 
to utter the wish with an emphasis I do not often use, that I might 
be forever relieved of any connection with the distribution of public 
patronage. I covet for myself ‘the free and unpurchased support 
of my fellow-citwens, and long to be able to give my time and 
energy solely to those public affairs that legitimately relate to the 
honorable trust which you have committed to me. It is easy for 
theorists to make suggestions upon this subject which, in their 
opinion, would cure all existing evils. I assure you it is more diffi- 
cult to frame a law that shall be safe and practical in its application. 
I know that several Republican Senators gave much thought and 
study to this question during the last session. I believe the next 
session will witness the enactment of a law, which, if it does not 
consummate, will at least auspiciously begin this reform. 





AT Madison, Wis., the Reform Association has acted in a practical 
and earnest manner. A direct and timely blow has been struck, and 
it has been well done, as the following letter will show : — 


Mapzrson, Wis., July 1, 1882. 

Sir,— The Civil Service Reform Association of Madison, Wis., is 
composed of electors in this Congressional district. They believe that 
the public good would be subserved by the enactment of national 
statutes which should open to all persons, on equal terms, the subor- 
dinate executive offices of government, and require that appointments 
thereto should in all cases be made from persons whose fitness has 
been ascertained by competitive examinations, open to all ery | 
and by such additional tests as experience may indicate; and th 
removals should be made for legitimate cause only, but not for politi- 
cal opinion or refusal to render party service or to pay party assessments. 
They further believe that measures looking to this end will be laid 
before the next Congress of the United States, and that their passage 
will be of the highest importance to the nation. 

Your name has been prominently mentioned in connection with 
the place of Representative in Congress from this district; and, by the 
direction of the executive committee of this association, we take the 
liberty to ask, in the event of your election as such Representative, 
whether or not you would urge and support legislation looking to the 
reform of the civil service as above indicated. 

Will you kindly favor us with a reply at your early convenienge ? 
We shall have the houor to lay your answer before the association 
,and the public at large, which shares the interest of the association 
in this matter. 

And we remain, with great respect, your obedient servants, 

J, H. CARPENTER, 
President Madison Civil Service Reform Association. 
CuHArLeEs N. GREGORY, 
Secretary. 
By order of the Executive Committee. 


| Tue following letter from Senator Hoar to an office-holder indi- 
cates very decidedly the Senator’s position in regard to political 
assessments : — 
Worcester, Sept. 4, 1882. 
My dear Mr. I do not think a national office-holder need 
| have the least fear of any unpleasant consequences to himself if he 
| sees fit, in the free exercise of his own judgment, to refuse a favorable 
answer to the circular issued in the name of the Congressional Com- 
mittee. When the first circular was issued, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, by the direction and with the cordial approval of the Presi- 
| dent, caused a public statement to be made that every holder of office 
| should feel as free to give his money or to refrain from giving it as 
he would in the case of any private object. Unfortunate as was the 
first circular, this second one is doubly so. What right has anybody 
who has once asked a freeman or a gentleman to contribute to a 
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public object to inform him that he is “surprised” by his refusal ? | removal in case they do not comply?” I say: I am opposed to any 


The relation which practically exists, and which even after the pas-! and all such assessments, and in favor of going as far as it is possible 


‘sage of the much desired bill to regulate appointments will to some | to go in legislation to prohibit and prevent them. I approve heartily 


extent exist between Senators and Representatives and executive | of the Acts of Congress already passed and aimed at such evils, and 
officers, makes it, it seems to me, exceedingly indelicate and improper } believe their scope and provisions ought to be enlarged and extended 
that the former should be soliciting contributions from the latter. | so as to be more specific and comprehensive. ‘Truly yours, 

The Senate passes upon the appointment of many of these officers, | A. A. RANNEY. 
and may pass upon the question of their reappointment or removal.| ARTHUR Hoparg, Secretary. 

Senators and Representatives are consulted, and have large influence | = 
in their section. For this and other reasons which have been so fre- } 
quently and ably stated, I trust the practice of such solicitations will 
stop. I am yours very truly, 


Tue Malden Association has made itself felt in the Sixth District, 
and has questioned all aspirants for Congressional honors. We are 


Grorct F. Hoar. 


Tue following has been received in response to a letter from the 
Secretary of the Boston Association to Hon. William A. Russell, ask- 
ing if the second circular issued by the Republican Congressional 
Committee to office-holders was authorized by the full committee, of 
whioh Mr. Russell is a member, and if it has his approval :— 

LAWRENCE, Sept. 1, 1882. 





Artaur Hosart, Esq., SECRETARY: 
Dear Sir,— In response to your inquiry of August 31, I would state: 


The Republican Congressional Committee is formed by selecting one: 


member from each State delegation in Congress; and these members, 
at a meeting for organization, which is usually the only meeting 
which they hold, elect an executive committee of fifteen, to which is 
confided all the work and responsibilities of the campaign. The 
details of the work are performed by the chairman and secretary ; 
how much under the direction and authority of the executive com- 
mittee [ am unable to say, as I am not a member of that committee. 
That the Congressional Committee has an important and legitimate 
field of action is, I think, unquestioned. Its work has been largely 
increased by the effort to encourage Republican principles, and to 
build up the Republican party in the South. The distribution of 
documents, and the defraying of expenses of the public speakers and 


meetings, involve large expenditures; but to raise any part of this | 


fund by demand upon those who hold official positions is wrong in 
principle and vicious in its effects. In contributing to campaign ex- 
penses, all members of a party should stand upon the same footing, 
whether they hold public positions or are private citizens; and the 
former should neither be assessed under a direct or implied threat of 
removal, nor should they be debarred from furnishing such aid to the 
party of their choice as they may deem best. Anything beyond this 
is wrong, and cannot receive my sanction. If the present discussion 
of this question shall tend to prevent exceeding the proper limit in 
seeking contributions for party purposes, it will serve a good end. 
The first cireular issued by the chairman of the committee was a 
counterpart of circulars issued in previous years, which were con- 


strued as a simple call for voluntary contributions. Repeated calls to | 


such as do not respond to the first might fairly be construed as more 


than a request. A second and more pressing circular has been | 


issued, which came to my notice for the first time yesterday. 
Whether this circular was authorized by the executive committee, 
which is improbable, or by the chairman, I certainly disapprove of it, 
and have forwarded my protest to the secretary. 

Yours very truly, Witiram A. RussELL. 





Tue Secretary of the Boston Association has received the follow- 
ing letter from Hon. A. A. Ranney, member of Congress from Massa- 
ehusetts, in reply to an inquiry as to his views on civil service 
reform : — 

Boston, Sept. 13, 1882. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your communication of Aug. 21, 1882, 
which reached my office during my absence, and which has hitherto 
remained unanswered because of that absence, I beg leave to say: 
My views on the general subject of civil service reform have not 
changed since the date of the letter which I wrote you more than a 
year ago, and to which you now allude. Subsequent experience and 
reflection have only served to confirm and strengthen, if possible, the 
opinions which I then expressed in approval of the objects and pur- 
poses of your Association, as indicated by extracts made, and embod- 
led in your letters, from its Constitution. 

You now ask for my further opinion upon two specific questions, 
which you propound categorically, and which admit of a direct an- 
swer. I have settled convictions upon the subject-matter of these 
two questions, and have expressed the same on several occasions 
before the receipt of your last letter. 

To the first question, as to “whether I am in favor of legislation 
which shall provide for appointment to subordinate positions in the 


civil service on the basis of fitness as ascertained by competitive | 


examinations ?” I answer in the affirmative. 

To the second question, which is “whether I advocate such pro- 
hibition, by law, of assessments upon the salaries of government em- 
ployés for political purposes as will protect them from fear of 


at liberty to print the following communications : — 
Nauant, July 5, 1882. 

| WILLIAM B. pE Las Casas: 

| Dear Sir,—I have received your letter dated July 3. You will not 
|expect me to discuss fully or at length, in a letter of necessity hastily 
| written, as you request an answer before this evening, the questions 
; connected with our civil service system. I shall try, however, to state 
| briefly, in compliance with your request, my views upon that subject. 
| I will answer your last question first by saying that I have always 
| felt that certain alterations in our civil service system were essential, 
— that, as a private citizen, I have done what I could to advance 
| them. 
| That I may not be misconceived on any point, let me say frankly, 
| at the outset, that I am not one of those who regard our civil service 
| as amass of inefficiency, and even of corruption. I believe it to be, 
| as a whole, a very good service, and, considering the system on which 
it is organized and administered, remarkably sound and efficient. 
| This is proved, I think, by the recent improvements in the postal 
| service, which is at this moment self-supporting, and by the statistics 
which show a loss in the collection and disbursement of the revenue 
|so small as practically to amount to nothing, the percentage of loss 
| being much smaller than in the English service, of which so much is 
said. ‘The defects in the civil service arise, not from its character, 
| but from the system on which it is conducted. Nor do I think that 
| anything is to be gained by denunciation of individual appointments, 
| for the real question is a question of principle and of organic change 
|in the system. The evils of the present system, as it seems to me, 
| have their root in the constant changes witich are made among those 
| holding office. These changes, besides working hardship to faithful 
officers, deprive the public of the services of tried and trustworthy 
officials, who are replaced by new and necessarily inexperienced men. 
The hope of increased changes produces the unseemly, rash, and de- 
| moralizing scramble for places which is so universally deplored, espe- 
|cially at the beginning of each new administration. The possibility 
}of change inevitably forces Senators and Congressmen to devote to 
'the interests of individuals the time which should be given to the 
|affairs of the nation, the State, or the district,—in a word, of the 





| people at large whose servants they are. 

To remedy these evils, changes should be checked by a repeal of 
the laws which multiply and create vacancies. In other words, there 
should be greater permanency of tenure; whenever it is possible, 
}tenure during good behavior. The next point is to insure by law 
\the promotion of fit and meritorious officers whenever promotion is 
| possible. The third point is to establish by law that appointments 
| should be made on business principles alone, for ascertained charac- 
ter and capacity. Character is a matter of personal record and per- 
sonal testimony. Capacity must be determined by suitable and 
| simple tests, but chiefly by trial in office. The tests to be employed, 
\the credentials to be required, and the proper officers or boards to 
|pass upon the qualifications of applicants, or of those coming up 
|for promotion, are matters of detail. Let me add, what I ought to 
say in frankness, and what I feel very strongly, that in choosing 
{among applicants, other things being equal, those who served in the 
| Federal armies and received an honorable discharge therefrom, espe- 
| cially those who suffer from wounds or disabilities incurred in the 
‘service of the United States, should have the preference. 

To support any reasonable and practicable measure to bring about 
| these alterations seems to me the duty of a member of Congress. In 
{reply to your question whether I should be willing to sink my private 
| interest, and support a measure devised by some one else, I can only 
{say that, if I were to be nominated and elected to Congress, I trust 
|that I have sense and patriotism enough to support heartily any 
| measure which I thought a public benefit, even if it did not originate 
| with me. 

| I believe that [ have now answered all your questions, and I have 
| the honor to be, very truly yours, H. C. Lopex. 


| pie Nee te 

MALDEN, Sept. 2, 1882. 
| Witttam B. pe Las Casas, Secretary, Malden, Mass. : 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the Ist inst., I will say that 
{many of our associates in the Civil Service Reform Association of 
|Malden know of my long-continued practice of employing and 
| retaining only honest and capable employés in my business, and that 
| I have long practised the theory that promotion should depend upon 
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merit. Thus, such positions as I had to offer were not dependent 
upon favor or influence, but have been filled: by persons fitted to dis- 


charge their duties satisfactorily; and I know of no reason why the | 
same principles that have proved successful in large corporations and | 
private business should not be equally applicable in the selection of | 


clerks and officials in the government service. It is not, however, as 


a citizen, but as a candidate for Congress, that you request an explicit | 


expression of my views upon civil service reform; and, while I depre- 
cate any pledges as to conduct in matters which are only tentative, 
I willingly answer your interrogatories in the order they are pro- 
posed. I do regard a reform in the civil administration as necessary 
and of immediate importance. The nature of the proposed reform 
should be vigorous and radical: only honest and competent persons 
should be retained or employed. I am in favor of having Congress 
co-operate with the President in passing suitable laws to regulate the 
civil service. I am opposed to the apportionment of patronage among 
members of Congress, and would have all offices filled by selection 
for ascertained merit determined by competitive examinations pre- 
scribed by law. I now see nothing objectionable in the provisions of 
the Pendleton bill; and, in the absence of something more simple and 
equally effective, it has my approval and support. 

I do not approve of removing clerks from office for party reasons, 
neither do I approve of assessing the employés of the government for 
political purposes in any form; and I think it should be prohibited 
by law. Betoring I have answered all your questions, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, E. S. CONVERSE. 


One official has been found who is not only opposed to political 
assessments in the abstract, but is determined to protect the employés 
under him. It is perhaps needless to say that he is not a Federal 
officer. His name is Low, and he is the reform Mayor of Brooklyn. 
In a circular letter to all the heads of departments, he says :— 


Sir,— Iam admonished by many signs that the fall political cam- 
paign is about to begin. Be so good as to assure the employés of 
your department that their salaries are intended to compensate them 
for faithful service to the city; that, failing in that respect, no amount 
of contributions for party purposes will avail them; on the other 
hand, that a refusal to contribute will not imperil their situations. 
In other words, they are in the same condition in that particular as 
the employés of a commercial firm. I look to you to protect them 
in this respect. SetH Low, Mayor. 


Tue following letter from Mr. Crapo, in reply to a query from 
an office-holder, clearly defines his attitude on the assessment of gov- 
ernment employés for campaign purposes : — 

New Beprorp, Sept. 2, 1882. 


Dear Sir,—Your letter of yesterday received. I am utterly op- 
posed to the assessment of oflice-holders for political purposes. There 
can be no political exigency which will justify a compulsory demand 
upon them for money or other aid in carrying elections. ‘There are 
obvious reasons why the solicitations for contributions by members 
of Congress, or by authority of a Congressional committee, from em- 
ployés of the government, is specially objectionable. ‘The influence 
which members of Congress may be supposed to exert under the 
present system in appomtments to oflice gives to their circular 
a peculiar significance. While a simple request from proper persons 
to office-holders and other citizens to aid in meeting the legitimate 
and proper expenses of a political campaign cannot reasonably be 
objected to, any form of application which even indirectly is or may 
be felt by the office-holder to be compulsory is censurable. Nor are 
Congressional committees or their agents proper persons to make such 
a request of office-holders. When the first Hubbell circular of this 
year was issued, it was distinctly stated both in the Senate and the 
House, by members of the Republican committee, that nothing in the 
nature of an assessment was proposed, and that contributions made 
in reply to it would be regarded as entirely voluntary, and every one 
would be free to give or decline to give without prejudice to his em- 
ployment. The circular of August 15, which you enclose, by its im- 
portunity naturally alarms many who receive it, and may induce 
contributions which otherwise would not be made. This method of 
procuring funds merits condemnation. 

I answer your special inquiry as I have uniformly answered others 
who have asked my advice and opinion, by saying that no one should 


make payment in response to any request for campaign funds, unless | 


his ability, inclination, and sense of pfopriety lead him to do so. A 
very small percentage of the office-holders of the country responded to 
similar circular invitations in 1880, and no person failing to respond 
was ever disturbed in his position or suffered annoyance in conse- 
quence of his neglect or refusal. No harmyin my opinion, will come 
to those who now decline to make the contributions requested. You 
have a right to rely upon the explicit statements of the chief executive 
officers of the government, upon the law enacted by Congress, which, 
if not in terms covering these circulars, applies to ‘them in its spirit, 


and upon that public sentiment which will not tolerate removals from 
office for such a cause. The fear of discharge should not influence 


your response to this or any appeal for fund to be used for party 
purposes. 

Further than this, contributions by office-holders to a person rep- 
resenting members of Congress, although they are said not to be for- 
bidden by the letter of the statute, are, as I have indicated, certainly 
opposed to its spirit, and are condemned by the moral sense of the 
community. I therefore advise that no such contributions be made. 
Such appeals and such gifts are a source of weakness to the party, and 
success so purchased is a worse evil than defeat. 

Yours truly, Witiiam W. Crapo. 


HERE AND THERE. 


“No ConunpruMS ANSWERED,” is the sign displayed in the 
assessment bureau at Washington. Such a notice is doubtless neces- 
sary to efficient looting. It would be both painful and embarrassing 
to hear and to answer the conundrums put by anxious men and 
women, calling to make their voluntary contributions,— inquiries how 
far State assessments, poverty, doctors’ bills, or death would be held 
an apology for withholding the spontaneous two per cent. Obviously, 
it would not do to enter into such investigations: no business could 
be transacted on that principle. 

It often happens, however, that one answers conundrums when he 
least thinks it; and the Republican Congressional Committee are 
answering with telling clearness questions which are being put all 
over the country, as to the nature and methods of machine politics. 





Notwithstanding their notice, the committee may be said to be 
making a business of answering conundrums. 





Wuen Edward Waverley asked Baron Bradwardine what sort 
of villains those Highland chieftains were, who levied blackmail on 
their Lowland neighbors, he was told that they were courteous and 
honorable gentlemen. Just so the faithful rank and file of voters 
are constantly cheered with the information that, however piratical 
the River and Harbor bill and the campaign assessments may appear, 
the promoters of them are pure and high-minded gentlemen, and in 
favor, many of them, of civil service reform. This always fills the 
voters with the profoundest comfort. 





A most offensive feature of the campaign assessments is the levy 
on women and minors. But this is a natural result of the theory 
of spoils. Upon this theory, office-holders are a separate community, 
with interests distinct from those of the people, and taxes must be 
levied for the common defence as taxes are laid upon other communi- 
ties; and taxation extends to women and children. Would it not 
have been proper, however, to follow the example of certain tax-laws, 
and to have allowed to women and children a certain amount as ex- 
empt ? 


CONGRESSMAN Dveess, of Mecnnslunntie, has written to Hubbell 
to “protest.” Senator Hoar asks why demands should be made upon 
public servants. Meanwhile, the work goes on; and no one stirs a 
finger to interfere with Hubbell. That patriot would not be in the 
least disturbed if the whole Congressional Committee should protest, 
and all the Senators should ask: “ Why is this thus?” as long as no- 
body did anything more about it. He would plainly understand that 
he was to be “my cruel brother, Moses,” — the scapegoat of the con- 
cern. The Republican Congressional Committee cannot, before the 
people, however, evade responsibility for the acts of one to whom they 
have given, and with whom they still leave, the power of fleecing 
public servants. 


AmonG the employés of the Indian Training School assessed by 
| the Republican Congressional Committee, figures “ Etadhléuh Doan- 
moe,” an Indian assistant. His spontaneous contribution is set at 
eight dollars. Indian names are said to have often a wide significa 
tion, and Etadhleuh may mean “a red man all on fire with zeal to 
offer two per cent. to the Great Father’s Republican sachems”; but 
| we doubt it. 

The appearance of Etadhleuh Doanmoe among the sheep in the 
| hands of the shearer is suggestive. To a poor Indian teacher, eight 
dollars is quite a sum. He is told to produce it. He asks, Why? 
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What explanation is given? That his office is, “you know, the same 
thing like a scalp,” wrested from a Democratic brave. Must the 
party of Lincoln and Sumner own up to an Indian schoolmaster 
that its high and noble aspirations rest finally on a levy of black- 
mail? And what effect has this upon the Indian’s mind? 

But Etadhleuh Doanmoe is not alone. This year, as every year, 
a legion of growing boys join the army of newspaper readers. They 
open their eyes on the Hubbell assessment. It is ennobling lessons 
that our “statesmen” are giving to them! We earnestly hope that 
their fathers will carefully explain that the assessing committee are, 
in fact, high-minded men, and that one of them has made a protest. 





EATON ON POLITICAL ASSESSMENTS. 


A vicorous and scathing article by Dorman B. Eaton upon 
political assessments has appeared in the current number of the 
North American Review. 

Mr. Eaton’s thorough conversance with the history of the reform 
movement in this country; his great experience as chairman of the 
commission for devising rules and regulations for the purpose of 
reforming the civil service, which was authorized by the act of 
Congress approved by President Grant, March 4, 1871; and his un- 
tiring industry in the search for indisputable facts both in this 
country and in Great Britain, with which to strengthen his asser- 
tions,— have given us an article replete with bold charges and sting- 
ing sarcasm. 

The writer expresses a deep interest in the prosperity of the 
Republican party; and as he has voted with that party from its 
origin, and been a strong upholder of its old-time principles, he is 
anxious to avert the danger threatening it from the Congressional 
Committee, of which’ Mr. Hubbell is chairman. 

Attention is drawn to the significant fact that 

In Boston, only one journal of either party, we are assured, justi- 
fies the extortion; and in the State of Massachusetts not more than 
five per cent. of the Republican papers approve it. In Philadelphia, 
only one or two papers apologize or remain neutral, while the rest 
condemn the assessment. In New York City, only one Republican 


journal of character—together with the organ of the lobbyists — 
stands for the committee. 


It would seem that, when so great a proportion of the journals 
of the country condemn such practices, the committee could not 
long remain ignorant of the public sentiment; but it is not with- 
out precedent in its blindness to the feelings of the people. 


Most of our chieftains — called statesmen by their admirers — have 


shown as much blindness. Did the three chieftains who pushed on 
Grant to his fate at Chicago any better understand the feelings of 
the people? Has Mr. Conkling in New York, or Mr. Cameron in 
Pennsylvania, shown more comprehension of the public opinion of 
their States? 


The old plea is cited, that no one has been removed from office for 
a failure to pay the assessment. This is almost too puerile to be 
worthy of mention. From cowardice, the true cause is disguised. 

But the whole of the civil service has been put under such a sense 
of the peril from a refusal to pay —not the peril of removal merely, 
but of losing promotion, of hard tasks, short vacations, long hours 
of labor, and other disagreeable treatment — that the fear thus pro- 
duced is the real cause both of the assessments being made and of 
its being possible to collect them. 

Mr. Eaton properly maintains that it is the duty of all citizens to 
make reasonable contribution of time and muney for the support of 
sound principles, and the parties which are faithful to them; that 
parties are inevitable, and that they are free from corruption in the 
degree that assessments are unknown, and rest upon the*free action of 
their unofficial members. In so far as a party resorts to coercion to 
maintain its supremacy, to precisely that degree does it acknowledge 
its wavering power and the increasing strength of its opponent. 

It is machine management — enabling manipulators to monopolize 
politics as a business, to extort money from the public servants, to 
spend it corruptly, and to deprive the people of freedom of action in 
its conventions— which has made worthy citizens refuse to trust 
party leaders with money. Fidelity to principles, and the fulfilment 


of pledges to purify the administration, are what are required to 
keep the Republican party in power. 








A letter from Gen. Dix to the chairman of the aldermanic extor- 
tion committee, dated Oct. 15, 1860, when Gen. Dix was postmaster, 
is worthy the attention of both Mr. Hubbell and Assistant Postmas- 
ter-General Hatton : — 


“‘T have received your letter,” says the general, “ soliciting ... the 
privilege of assessing the subordinates in my office. ... I may say of 
a majority of them that the assessment proposed to be made upon 
them cannot be paid without pinching their families, who are entirely 
dependent upon their salaries. I cannot consent to be the instrument 
of wringing from their necessities the means indispensable to their 
daily wants. I think, moreover, this system... of assessing subor- 
dinates is all wrong.” 

Referring the aldermen to men of theans as the proper persons to 
pay, he adds, “...I shall regard it as my duty to protect them [his 
subordinates] from a system of political extortion disgraceful alike 
to the government and the country”; and he kept out the assess- 
ment collectors. 


The corruption prevailing among the party leaders of the State of 
New York is well known to the country, but the enormous sums 
expended last year by the party chiefs is good cause for apprehen- 
sion : — 

From two hundred thousand dollars to three or four times that 
sum may be accepted as the annual assessment plunder at New York. 
These vast sums, extorted through despotism and fear, clamored for 
by the chieftains, demagogues, and shysters of parties among whom 
it was divided, and whom it powerfully aided to increase and degrade, 
made freedom and purity of elections impossible. It repelled the 
best citizens from politics. It made the investigation of custom 
abuses a part of the regular business of Congress, whose example 
largely caused them. 

Mr. Eaton very justly calls attention to the fact that such a system 
denudes the poor, dependent office-holder of all semblance of self- 
respect. The constant fear of removal turns him into a cringing, 
wheedling sycophant, whose sole thought is the retention of his 
place, regardless of the responsibilities which he is paid to assume. 
The assessment system has repelled those most worthy of office, 
their self-respect making them shrink from positions where unlimited 
extortion is certain. 

There is little doubt that the personal evidence of many of those 
who have been compelled to suffer absolute privation on account of 
the various assessments that have been levied upon them has served 
in no slight degree to stimulate the writer’s pen to honest denuncia- 
tion of such outrageous wrongs. 

That three Presidents in succession have warned the Congressmen 
against these evils, and have attempted their suppression, is briefly 
stated. 

The various classes that make up the following of Mr. Hubbell are 
clearly described, and the fact is shown that the heads of bureaus 
are often held responsible for the payment of the contribution 
demanded. 

“ If the subordinate fails, his tax is charged against the head of his 
bureau.” And that officer will receive some such communication as 
the following : — 

New York State ComMITTEE, REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN. 
Firtu AVENUE Hore:, New York, Oct. 28, 1880. 

Dear Sir,— Please erase from the list of delinquents I sent you the 
name of , and oblige, Yours truly, 

H. A. GLIpEN, Secretary. 

Finally, a vivid description of a scene in the Astor House, New 
York City, is drawn, where one Hugh Gardner summoned before him 
the letter-carriers in their national uniform : — 

We quote from the Tribune and Herald. Tribune: “Gardner, 
with his coat and shirt-sleeves rolled up, clerk with names of em- 
ployés.... A carrier would ask if less would not be satisfactory, as 
he needed the money for his family. ... The whole or nothing; and 
the whole was not long in forthcoming.” Herald: “ Among the first 
victims, a one-armed carrier who was wet and downcast; ... money 
counted. ‘This is not enough,’ said Gardner, gruffly. ‘It is all I can 
spare. ‘Then, you can keep your money.’ He planked down 
another greenback. ... ‘I really can’t afford to pay you now.’... ‘I 
can’t stop to talk with you,’ was the retort... .‘This is a shame and 
a scandal.’ ‘I don’t think robbery should be tolerated,’ said one... . 
This was the routine for several hours.” .. . 

Is it by repeating such scenes,— by perpetuating such a system, 
— now when so many are ready to break from party lines, that the 
Republicans expect to increase their precarious majority? Have 
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they no statesmen among their leaders wise enough to comprehend 
that higher public opinion, which is more and more becoming 
potential ? 


A GREAT many of our public men, in deferring to public opinion 
sufficiently to protest against the spoils system, take pains to state 
that our civil service is nevertheless excellent and efficient. To be 
suré, they express the opinion that an increased efficiency and a 
greater economy would result from a substitution’ of the “merit sys- 
tem,” as they well may do in view of the practical demonstration to 
that effect in the New York custom house and post-office. 


But they fail to give their views of the spoils system as a system of 


politics ; that is, a system of conducting nominations and elections 
through the incentives of office, and the use of money obtained by 
assessments in office. Here is where the spoils system is doing its 
most damnable work, undermining and corrupting our body politic. 
Here is where the people of the United States most loudly demand 
that the reform shall be applied. 

Our public men do not generally seem to appreciate the fact, or, if 
they do, they neglect to incorporate it into their letters and addresses. 
The reformer’s way of looking at the matter is this. The civil service 
of the country is in the main fairly good (much better now than a few 
years ago, before the reform agitation was begun), but can be greatly 
improved by the full and permanent adoption of business principles 
in the place of political patronage. The political methods of parties 
are conspicuously and dangerously bad, and must be reformed by the 
abolition of the spoils system. Senator Pendleton well says, “ We 
must kill the spoils system, or it will kill the Republic.” 





Mr. WitiiAm WuitinG, of Holyoke, Mass., a very able and suc- 
cessful “self-made” man whom it is proposed to send to Congress 
from the Eleventh Massachusetts District, comes out flat-footed for 
civil service reform. Some of his sentences go to the root of the 
matter with a directness which no member of the present delegation 
has seen fit to adopt. He says, “I favor a reform which would put 
the offices out of politics.” There is no mistaking that. He also says, 
“ Competitive examinations would doubtless secure this reform more 
effectually than anything else.” In regard to assessments, he says, 
“ Political assessments are no more right than any demands for 
money I might make from help in my employ.” 
of this stamp at Washington. 


We want a few men 





Wuy New MEN SHOULD BE SENT TO ConGReEss.— There is prob- 
ably no man at present in the national House of Representatives 
who is not more or less tainted with the virus of the spoils system. 
Doubtless, many who have won their elevation by patronage, or 
served party ends by patronage, have learned that the spoils system 
is vicious, or that the people denounce it; but they cannot, by attack- 
ing the system, admit this, without a self-condemnation, such as no 
Congressman (thanks to the quality of men which the spoils sys- 
terh puts in) is hero enough to practise. Therefore, new men should 
be sent,— able, conscientious, patriotic men, of whom there is surely 
no lack in this country. : 





WE cannot expect men to be much better than they are nor parties 
composed of men to be much better; but we have a right to demand 
that parties be led and managed by better men than the spoilsmen, 
who have been well compared to the “robber barons” of the Middle 
Ages. Dorsey, Secretary of the National Republican Committee, 
Hubbell, Chairman of the Republican Congressional Committee, 
Keifer, Speaker of the Republican House, Robeson, Leader of the 
Republican House, Platt, Chairman of the New York State Republi- 
can Committee. Would these men be the leaders of the Republican 
party, were it not for the spoils system? 


Civit sERvICE reformers should make all possible effort to get 
men nominated for Congress who are known to be opposed to the 
spoils system. Attend the caucus, and vote only for delegates who are 
earnest anti-spoilists. If there is any doubt in regard to the opinions 
of proposed delegates, questions can be asked in caucus, and, when 
advisable, votes of instruction can be presented. There should be no 





caucus in Massachusetts in which the spoils system shall not be 
wrestled with. 





CIvIL SERVICE reformers should have the courage of their con- 
victions and the resolution of their aims. This is not the time 
for conciliation and compromise. It will not be shooting arrows in 
the air to vote for an independent civil service reform candidate, even 
if he should fail of an election; nor will any good man loge prestige 
or esteem who stands up for this cause as the candidate of a minority. 





MR. HUBBELL FREES HIS MIND. 


In the course of an interview recently, the Hon. J. A. Hubbell 
supported the assessment circular in these words : — 

Personally, I believe in political assessments for campaign pur- 
poses. There is no good reason why a man who holds an appoint- 
ment under a Republican administration should not contribute 
according to his means in maintaining the supremacy of the Repub- 
lican party. I think it right aud just that he should so contribute. 
Practical politics, as exercised in the United States, will not permit of 
any other system, and at the same time prove a party success. 


It will be noticed that Mr. Hubbell does not speak of contribu 
tions, but calls the levies by their right name,— assessments. Office- 
holders should be assessed for the benefit of the party.—Detroit Every 
Saturday. 

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM AND THE WORKING CLASSES. 
To the Editors of the Civil Service Record : — 

Tue movement in favor of civil service reform thus far has been 
confined to discussion. It was necessary to make known more fully 
the evils and abuses arising from the present system of filling the 
public offices. It has also been necessary, to show the merits of the 
proposed reform, to advocate its principles, defend its methods, and 
refute objections. And it has been found so to commend itself to 
the common sense, and the moral conceptions of the community as 
to have now the assurance, sooner or later, of being crowned with 
success. This, the politicians, whose chief object is to turn the pub- 
lic service to their own advantage, see more or less clearly. But 
they trust to a certain vis inertiae in the community, to its unreadi- 
ness to adopt changes, to the slow growth of decided convictions, and 
the force of many opposing influences, to postpone the day of reform. 

Hence, we see them so far paying deference to the new ideas as 
to recognize them in their party platforms, and on all suitable occa- 
sions to seem to desire their establishment in legislation, while in 
practice they freely belie their professions. 

It is time that such men were made to feel that they can no longer 
deceive their constituents with impunity, but must stand squarely for 
reform, or be retired to private life. 

It has therefore become necessary that those who wish to purify 
our politics should now enforce their views through political action. 
Discussion must be supplemented by the ballot. 

So far, the reform movement has been sustained mainly by literary, 
professional, and business men, with some praiseworthy exceptions 
among politicians. 

A recent circular of the New York Civil Service Reform Associa- 
tion, contains a list of members added between October last and May. 
Of the whole number (four hundred and forty-three), no less than 
fifty-five were clergymen, and some dozen others were professors and 
honorables, while the residue appears to be mainly names of persons 
in business. 

And the same classes will be found to form the bulk of all our 
associations. 

Now, although it may have been well for the movement to com- 
mence among those whose culture and position gave weight te their 
views,— to secure its ultimate success, it must secure the co-operation 
of the masses. For, with us, the final arbitrament lies in the ballot. 
And we must not forget that the vote of the laboring man counts for 
as much as that of the most influential person in the country. 

It is, therefore, a pressing question, How shall we most effectually 
enlist the laboring classes in our cause? It is not enough that we 
have their sympathy in a general way. 


We need to have them distinctly identified with us. And in no 
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way can this be done so effectually as by securing them as members 
of our associations. 

But an obstacle in the way of this is the fact that they all require 
a money payment to constitute membership. This objection is not 
a mere supposition. It has been often met with in the effort to 
procure members. It may have been necessary in the beginning, when 
public support was uncertain, that every member should contribute 
a certain sum. But the cause seems now so far advanced that a 
different course may bring better results. 

It is desirable that the fee of membership should be reduced to a 
minimum. 

One plan that may secure the two points of increasing our num- 
bers, and of obtaining sufficient funds, is to provide: “ The signing of 
this Constitution constitutes membership. But, to meet necessary ex- 
penses, it is desirable that those who can, should pay (say) one dollar, 
or such other additional amount as they see fit.” 

This makes the securing of members the most prominent object, 
while it is not probable that any who can afford to pay the usual 
subscription, would take advantage of the free option to avoid doing 
so. Another, and perhaps better way, is, to abolish subscription 
entirely, and make membership depend on merely signing the Consti- 
tution. This takes away any seeming of inferiority on the part of 
those who do not pay, about which some may feel sensitive, and re- 
moves an objection from those who cannot pay, yet do not care to 
make it known. Some such changes in our constitutions, with a 
proper degree of activity in presenting them to working-men, would 
probably add largely to our numbers, and make us more sure than we 
now are of effective support, should we be compelled to nominate our 
own candidates. 

Another way to influence the working classes is to issue brief 
broadsides, each bearing upon some one point, showing the value and 
importance of the movement to them. Tracts of even moderate 
length will find but few readers, while a brief page will receive 
attention. If by these brochures we can convince them that the 
reform will be of some practical advantage to them, we shall have 
done much to secure their aid. 

For instance, it can be shown that “open competitive examina- 
tions ” will be the means of making entrance into the public service 
as free to them as to any other persons in the country; while, under 
the present system of patronage; they are now, and will continue to 
be, almost entirely excluded from the pyblic offices. Now, to have 
a new, valuable, and honorable occupation freely opened to them, is 
a matter of distinct personal interest to the whole working class. 
And, even if any individual should feel that, from his want of educa- 
tion or any other cause, he is not likely to profit by the chance offered 
him, still his children, his relatives, or friends, may profit by it, if he 
cannot. But few will be found who cannot be influenced by such 
considerations. 

Tracts of the nature indicated could be published cheaply, and 
scattered by thousands through the country, especially in factories 
and places where men work together in large numbers. 

They could scarcely fail to give new light to many, and might 
influence many votes in our favor. 

Henry LAMBERT. 

West NEwron. 


ASSESSMENT CIRCULARS. 


THE very general protest against Mr. Hubbell’s first assessment 


responding to the first. 


not hope to succeed in the pending struggle, if those most directly 


manner.” 
party,” once the party of progress and moral ideas, are the clerks to 
which it gives employment and salaries. One good result of Mr. 


Hubbell's renewed demand is the publication of letters by Congress- | 








| os . . 
| sistent and aggressive action. 


men Russell, Ranney, and Crapo and Senator Hoar, remonstrating 
against the second circular, and expressing strong disapproval of 
political assessments. 


THE assessment system is fast reaching proportions so enormous 
that it already bears the aspect of pyunder. The fight for spoils must 
in due course bring disruption among the ranks of the spoilers. 

The “failure to respond” to Mr. Hubbell’s first circular “ has been 
noted with surprise.” The many who have neglected to avail them 
selves of a former opportunity to give “substantial proof” of their 
“earnest desire for the success of the Republican party this fall” will 
now have another opportunity to do so. The second circular reads as 
follows : — 


Sir,— Your failure to respond to the circular of May 15, 1882, sent 
to you by this committee, is noted with surprise. It is hoped that 
the only reason for such failure is that the matter escaped your 
attention, owing to press of other cares. 

Great political battles cannot be won in this way. This committee 
cannot hope to succeed in the pending struggle, if those most directly 
benefited by success are unwilling or neglect to aid in a substantial 
manner. 

We are on the skirmish line of 1884, with a conflict before us this 
fall of great moment to the Republic; and you must know that 
a repulse now is full of danger to the next presidential campaign. 

Unless you think that our grand old party ought not to succeed, 
help it now in its struggle to build up a new South, in which there 
shall be, as in the North, a free ballot and a fair count, and to main- 
tain such hold in the North as shall insure good government to the 
country. 

It is hoped that, by return mail, you will send a voluntary contri- 
bution, equal to two per cent. of your annual compensation, as a 
substantial proof of your earnest desire for the success of the Repub- 
lican party this fall, transmitted by draft or postal money-order, 
payable to the order of Jay A. Hubbell, Acting Treasurer, post-office 
lock-box 589, Washington, D.C. 

By order of the committee. 
D. B. HeNpERsOoN, Secrétary. 


Tue Republican State Committee of Pennsylvania offers an 
opportunity for “voluntary contributions ” :— 


HeEAp-qUARTERS REPUBLICAN STATE COMMITTEE, 
: Sr. CLoup Hore, PHILADELPHIA. 

Chairman, Tuomas V. Coorer. Secretary, Lucius Rogers, ete. 
To : 

Dear Sir,— The Republican State Committee desires to make com- 
plete preparations for what must prove a great battle with the Demo- 
cratic party. It must prepare, print, and circulate suitable documents 
touching the issues involved, and do all things for success which may 
be legitimately done. The struggle involves not only the administra- 
tive and legislative control of the State, but their representation in 
Congress, which will determine its political standing. In such a bat- 
tle, we believe that you will esteem it both a privilege and a pleasure, 
to make to its fund a contribution, which, it is hoped, may not be 
less than $18. The committee is authorized to state that such volun- 
tary contributions by persons employed in the service of the State, or 
by the United States, will not be objected to in any official quarter. 
Please make prompt and favorable response by bank check or draft 
or postal money-order, payable to the order of the chairman of the 
Republican State Committee. Direct as indicated in the heading of 
this letter. Tuomas V. Cooper. * 





ASSESSMENTS IN PHILADELPHIA. 
Ir is stated by the Philadelphia Times that the Hubbell two per 


| cent. of the salaries of the five Federal departments in the city of 
Philadelphia amounts to $25,769.02. 


Besides this, there are other 


' ‘ Genie | Federal officers in the State, and Pennsylvania men in the depart-. 
circular has not deterred him from issuing a second to those not | 


It will be noticed that the second circular is | 


a more pressing demand than the first; but it will be seriously ques- | tion” of the same amount has been exacted by Mr. Cooper, Chair- 
tioned whether the funds obtained in this manner can be made to | enema Gin Mtete Camendtiins, 
secure as many votes as will be lost by the strange confession which | 


the circular puts forth, to the effect that the Republican party “ can- | 


ment at Washington, whose aggregate salaries amount to $2,130,380, 
two per cent. of which is $42,607.60. Another “ voluntary contribu- 


Cooper’s demands are upon State offi- 
cers and employés, whose salaries aggregate $208,650, yielding assess- 
ments of $4,173. The percentage demanded of the city employés is 


mae ary? .* | $17,554.76. 
benefited by success are unwilling or neglect to aid in a substantial | 


Those most benefited by the succéss of the “grand old | 





Ir cannot be too strongly urged that the reformers unite for con- 
Several of the Massachusetts associa- 
tions purpose forming a State League, to do work that does not fall 
within the pale of the local associations. 
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THE CIVIL SERVICE RECORD. 








ASSESSMENT UPON THE INDIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
AT CARLISLE, PA. 


THE assessment upon the Indian Training School at Carlisle, Pa., | 
by the Hubbell committee, is as follows : — 


Captain R. H. Pratt, superintendent, . . . . . . . - ee + © + + + $20.00 
Mr. Norman, assistant superintendent, @. .. . . 2... «+ + + « + 12.50 
Mr. Campbell, marshal and disciplinarian, . ae im, a" wee ey ee 


Etadhleuh Doanmoe (Indian), ee argh GaP ee ere 8.00 
Mr. Harris, blacksmith, 


CO Eee ee ee ee er ee 
Mr. Walker, tinner, yD ee ee er Oe ee ee ee er a er 
Mr. Meller, farmer, 18.00 
Mr. Cook, shoemaker, ci We oe tw eae eR ee wok eee 9.00 
Se ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee” 
Mr. Hummel, carpenter, . . . . . . - 6 wee ee ee ee ew we 12,50 
Mr. Baird, assistant, oe a ee ee ee ee ea ae ee ee ee 
Miss Temple, principal, i eee ee ear er ee er ee a ee 
Miss Hyde, matron, . oe ee ee a 


Miss Sheverick, in charge of ‘small boys, « Pn Me as gr emcee 9.00 


Samuel Jordan, colored ane ‘es eS 2 we es SS Yee 8.00 
Miss Morton, teacher, ‘ , CMe Des ee Rew S| Ee 
Ee ee a ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Miss Cutter, teacher, ee ie ek ee ok ee ee ee ee ee 
ee ae eee ee ee eee ee i 
Ee a a, ee ae ee a 
ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Ee ee ae ee ee a er a a ee ae ee a 
Miss Phillips, teacher, . . oe woe cm ia fo a ee 
Mrs. Worthington, superintendent of industrial room, ie a a oe 8.00 
Mr. Gould, chief clerk, ee ee oe Oe +. ee. eo ee 
Miss Robertson, clerk, ba wate “ere wise 6 eee es oS ee oe Se 


Mrs. Spain, laundress, — 
Mrs. Platt, mistress of dining- room, 


ae a ee ee a 





er et ee ae eee 9.00 

Dr. Stewart, postsurgeon, .... a a ee oe ee a a ee a es 
Miss Wilson, hospital nurse, ° en en ee ee ae ee a ae ee 
George Foulk, hostler, . ... . es ee ae Sher Pk eek eae 6.00 | 
DD A ao Sk Seen ee Ser OG Bae aoe ee @ aa 


RESOLUTIONS OF CONVENTIONS AND CAUCUSES. 


Tue New Hampshire Republicans have adopted the following 
resolution : — 


The public revenues have been and are collected economically and faithfully; 
but we believe that the term of office should be made for a fixed term of years, 


and legislation should be adopted to make appointments conditional solely upon 
fitness. 


Tur New Hampshire Democrats have inserted a plank in their 
platform as follows : — 


We demand a complete reform of the civil service, as contemplated by the 
Pendleton bill, or any measure that will accomplish the same result. 


Tne California Association succeeded in having the Democratic 
Convention indorse the Pendleton bill in their platform, made at 
San José, Cal., June 21. It has addressed the six Congressional 


nominees of that party, receiving three replies, all of them quite 
favorable. 


The Republican Convention at Sacramento, Cal., August 31, 
yielded a plank to the reformers, as follows : — 


The same principles which guide the administration of well-ordered private 
affairs should prevail in the selection of public officers. Honesty, efficiency, and 
fidelity should be the essential qualifications for public position, and such rules 
should be established to regulate appointments to the public service as will insure 
fitness, to be ascertained by practical tests; and promotion should follow faithful 
service. The Republican party of California demands a thorough, radical, and 
complete reform in the modes of appointment to subordinate executive offices, 
founded upon the principle that a public office is a public trust, admission to 
which should depend upon proved fitness, to be ascertained by methods open to 
all applicants and regulated ky law. 


Tue demand of the Michigan Democrats is neither extravagant 


nor untimely, as will be seen by the Resolutions adopted at their 
convention : — 


We also demand that federal subordinate officers shall not be appointed or 
removed because of political belief, nor appointed until their ability and merit 
have been proved by open, public examination and competition; and that political 


assessments or forced contributions from public officers should be made felony 
by law. 


Ar Norwood, Mass., the following was unanimously adopted by 
the Republicans : — 


Resolved, That we request the Representative in Congress from this district 
to use his influence and vote in favor of an immediate reform of the civil service, 
such that vacancies in subordinate offices shall be filled by a free and fair compe- 
tition open to all qualified citizens, and not through personal favoritism or as a 
reward for party service ; and also such that the officers of the government shall 


not be assessed to raise money for party purposes by Congressional or other 
political committees. 





Tue following resolution was adopted at the Republican caucus 
of Ward 11, Boston : — 


That the delegates to the convention for the nomination of a candidate for 
Congress are requested to use their efforts for the nomination of a candidate who 
is earnestly in favor of legislation by Congress for the reform of the civil service, 
and publicly so declares himself. 


At the Republican caucus of Ward 1, Cambridge, the following 
resolutions were adopted : — 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Republicans of Ward 1, such assessments 
are an unauthorized assumption of authority by an irresponsible committee, a 
dangerous source of corruption in political contests, and an outrageous extortion 
upon our civil servants. 

Resolved, That we denounce all such methods of raising campaign funds, and 
that we request our delegates to endeavor to procure from the Republican State 
Convention an expression of disapproval of such assessments. 


Tue Ward 5 Republicans adopted the following : — 


Resolved, That we will insist on the selection and appointment of officials in 
the minor offices of the civil service for their fitness and ability only, without 
regard to politics, religion, race, or color, and that we deprecate any system 
which tolerates appointment to those offices as a reward for party services merely. 

Resolved, That we utterly disapprove of the removal of any man from a 
subordinate office in the civil service merely to make a place for another, or for 
any purpose whatsoever except to secure efficiency, economy, and honesty in the 
public service. 

Resolved, That the present system of assessing the employés of the govern- 
ment for party purposes by a committee in Congress, not appointed by the people, 
nor appointed by any political party or the representatives of a party at any con- 
vention thereof or otherwise, responsible to nobody, either court or people, and 
accountable to nobody, is unrepublican and undemocratic, and merits and 
receives our hearty disapproval and condemnation; and we urge upon and 
require our candidate elect, whoever he may be, in order to merit and receive our 
approval and commendation, to use every endeavor by all proper means in his 
power to uproot and abolish the system. 





Speaknc of civil service reform, the Boston Post says :— 


The Democrats now occupy a much better position than the 
Republicans on this question. The Pendleton bill is the work of a 
Democrat, and it is the only measure entitled to the respect of men 
who are in earnest in this matter that has been introduced in Con- 
gress. The country recognizes that the Republicans do not intend to 
reform the civil service. They have done nothing but make prom- 
ises that have been broken as fast as they have been made. In the 
mean time, the service has become more and more corrupt, and polit- 
ical assessments have been levied with more and more shamelessness. 
The Republican “reformers ” have again and again declared them- 








Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolution be sent by the president and 
secretary of this meeting to the Representative to Congress from this district. 





selves hypocrites; for, while they have uttered pretentious sentences 
in behalf of reform in the mtervals between elections, they have 
merely protested when the Stalwarts have carried on elections in their 
own bad way. Meantime, the Stalwarts have learned of the hollow- 
ness of the reform professions of their Republican friends, and have 
become bolder in their iniquity. It is one of the demands of the 
time that some party should be honestly in favor of civil service 
reform, and the Democrats must be that party. 

They have their measures to advocate, and they must advocate 
them boldly and persistently. These two questions should be the 
prominent ones in the platform of the Massachusetts Democrats. A 
declaration of sound principles by State conventions would greatly 
simplify the work to be done by the National Convention. If Mas- 
sachusetts Democracy goes to the presidential convention of 1884 
fully committed to a revenue tariff and a thorough reform of the 
civil service, a great step will have been taken toward placing the 


party once more under the leadership of honest men and true Dem- 
ocrats. 





“ TAXES ON WORKINGMEN,” by Charles Richardson, is the latest 
publication of the Philadelphia Association. 


“DANIEL WEBSTER AND THE Sports System,” published by the 
New York Association, contains valuable material, and is timely 
reading. 


AN association is being formed at Melrose, Mass. 


COLUMBIA BICYCLE. 

The Bicycle has proved itself to be a permanent, practical 
road vehicle, and the number in daily use is rapidly increas- 
ing. Professional and business men, seekers after health or 
g pleasure, all join in bearing witness to its merits. Send 3c. 
stamp for catalogue, with price-list and full information. 


THE POPE M’FG CO., - - 597 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 














